
You’ll find many uses for this sturdy-yet-stylish 
basket! Organize your desk, sewing space, bath 
or office. This basket makes a lovely centerpiece 
or would be a welcome gift, filled with goodies or 
on its own. 

Dear Stella fabrics are 
available online and in 
sewing and quilting shops 
worldwide. Ask for it at 
your local quilt shop!

The Essential
    spring basket pattern

DESIGNED BY SNAPDRAGON STUDIOS
www.snapdragonstudios.net
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 Turn 1/2" to the wrong side around 
the upper edge of the lining. Press.  

Prepare the Handles 
 Fold each handle in half lengthwise 

with wrong sides together. Fingerpress 
the fold, then open the creased  
handle. Fold the long edges to the  
center crease and press. Refold 
the handle along the center crease, 
enclosing the raw edges, and press 
again.

 Topstitch 1/8" from each long side 
and down the center of each handle.
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THE ESSENTIAL SPRING BASKET

Materials and Cutting

Fabric Yardage Cutting

Net 
Stella-370 
Smoke

1/2 yard 2 rectangles, 10" x 6"  
   for basket bottom
4 rectangles, 10" x 5" for side panels
4 rectangles, 6" x 5" for end panels
2 rectangles, 3" x 7" for handles 

Bunnies
Stella-WG427-
Mint

1/8 yard 2 strips, 3" x 10" for outer basket
2 strips, 3" x 6" for outer basket 

Bunnies
Stella-WG427-
Peach

1/8 yard 2 strips, 3" x 10" for outer basket
2 strips, 3" x 6" for outer basket

Hearts
Stella-WG301-
Gold

1/8 yard 2 strips, 3" x 10" for outer basket
2 strips, 3" x 6" for outer basket

Hearts
Stella-WG301-
Mint

1/8 yard 2 strips, 3" x 10" for outer basket
2 strips, 3" x 6" for outer basket

Notions
Single-sided 
fusible heavy-
weight stabi-
lizer

3/8 yard 1 rectangle, 5" x 9"
2 rectangles, 4" x 9"
2 rectangles, 4" x 5"

Make the Lining
Note: All seams are 1/2" unless  
   otherwise stated.
Backstitch at the beginning and  
   end of every seam.

 With right sides together, sew one 
side panel to one end panel along 
one short edge, stopping 1/2" from the 
bottom edge of the panels. Repeat to 
make a second side/end panel unit.

 With right sides together, join the 
side/end units together along the 
short edges, making sure the side and 
end panels alternate, and ending the 
seams 1/2" from the bottom edge of 
the panels. The joined panels will  
make a rectangular tube. Press the 
seam allowances open.

 With right sides together, align the 
long edge of one basket bottom with 
the bottom edge of one side panel. 
Stitch the side/bottom seam, starting 
and stopping 1/2" from either end of 
the bottom panel. Sew the opposite 
side/bottom seam in the same way.

 With right sides together, align the 
short edge of the basket bottom with 
the bottom edge of the adjacent end 
panel. Stitch the end/bottom seam, 
starting and stopping 1/2" from either 
end of the bottom panel. Repeat with 
the remaining short end of the basket 
lining.
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stabilizer on all sides. Follow the manufacturer's  
instructions to fuse the stabilizer in place. 

Repeat to fuse the remaining pieces of stabilizer to the 
wrong sides of the side and end panels.

 Follow "Make the Lining" 
steps 1-4 to assemble the 
outer basket. Sew along the 
outer edges of the stabi-
lizer, not through it, to avoid 
bulky seams. Pin the panels 
together before sewing to 
keep the layers from shifting 
beneath the presser foot. 

 Turn 1/2" to the wrong side, over the stabilizer, at the  
upper edge of the exterior, and press.

Assemble the Basket
 With wrong sides together, place the lining inside the 

outer basket, aligning corner seams and upper edges.  Pin 
the lining and outer basket together along the upper edge.  

 Place a pin 1/2" from each short 
end of each handle.  At each 
basket end, tuck the ends of one 
handle between the outer basket 
and lining, placing the outer edges of the handles 3/4" from 
the corner seams, and aligning the pins with the upper edge 
of the basket. Pin the handles in place.

 Topstitch around the upper edge of the basket, 1/4" from 
the folded edges, securing the handles and lining in place.  

Make the Outer Basket 
 Fold each of 

the 8 long and 
8 short outer 
basket strips in 
half lengthwise 
with wrong sides 
together.  Press 
the folded strips.

 Use a fabric 
marker and a 
ruler to measure 
and mark three lines 
on the right side of 
each remaining side 
and end panel. Start 
each line 1" below 
the top edge of the 
panels, and draw 
the lines 1" apart.

 Align the raw edges of one long folded outer basket strip 
along the bottom line of one side panel. Pin the strip in 
place, then sew the strip to the panel, 1/4" from the strip's 
raw edges. 

Repeat to sew a  
second and third 
strip to the panel, 
aligning the raw 
edges of each strip 
with the drawn lines. 
The strips will over-
lap 1/2". Sew a fourth 
strip to the panel, 
aligning the raw 
edges of the strip 
with the top edge of 
the panel.

Repeat to sew the remaining long strips to the remaining 
side panel, and the short strips to the end panels.

 Center the 5" x 9" 
stabilizer on the  
bottom panel, placing 
the stabilizer's fusible 
side against the wrong 
side of the panel.  
The fabric should 
extend 1/2" beyond the 
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Finishing Tip: Make crisp corners by folding 
adjacent sides of the completed basket 
together, and pressing the folded edge. 
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